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NEW YEAR, NEW ATTITUDE

One year after President Trump’s inauguration, 59
people are still facing up to 60 years in prison for
being in or near a demo in which a few windows
were smashed. Having dismissed the charges against
129 other people who were still facing trial, the state
has now isolated those whom it can deem the most
responsible for destructive activities or for being
present at a black bloc. Without renewed support for
these remaining defendants (regardless of whether
they are innocent or guilty), this tried-and-true tactic
of isolation and criminalization will probably work to
further demonize and discourage people from engaging
in similar important practical activities, given that the
strategies that underlie and justify such activities — in
particular, insurrectionary anarchy — are still severely
misunderstood and unsupported, including by many
radicals.

The United States has maintained a constant state of
war against potentially resistant elements of its own
populace since its inception. Originally, this meant
protecting itself from potential counter-attacks from
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2017: YEAR IN REVIEW

The following piece offers some thoughts on anarchist
activity in Philly in 2017. Like any reflection worth its
salt, this one is meant to inspire thought, conversation,
and ultimately action.

Changes

The most noticeable change in the anarchist space has
been its increase in size, alongside a deepening and
broadening of anarchist activity in Philly. An ever-
changing place, the anarchist space has seen an influx
of new people and ideas. More punks, more overlapping
with the left, and definitely more anti-fascism. Many of
the struggles anarchists engaged in prior to 2017 have
escalated, and anarchists have also opened new fronts
on which to fight the social war. The anarchist space
itself is constantly in flux; with people dropping in and
out, relations between people changing, organizations
forming and collapsing, new alliances and hostilities
emerge. Each change affects our capacity, growing it,
limiting it, moving it in different directions. Like all
changes, these present both new opportunities and

[“2017...” cont. on pg. 6]

TABLE OF CONTENTS

NEW YEAR, NEW ATTITUDE- 1
2017: YEAR IN REVIEW- 1
WHAT WENT DOWN- 2

GUILT- 3

anathema.noblogs.org

WORLD NEWS- 8

DOW REACHES 26,000...- 10
AGAINST FEARLESSNESS- 11
POEM: “ABOUT ME: IN ENGLISH"- 12

anathemaphl@riseup.net


















