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In March, Alterra Property Group bought what is
currently the site of a half-demolished Gothic-style
church in West Philly as part of a new westward push
for the developer of apartment projects such as Lin-
coln Square in South Philadelphia (Broad and Wash-
ington) and the Icon tower in Center City.

Center City-based Alterra paid $17 million for the
nearly one-acre property along the eastern side of
43rd Street, between Chestnut and Ludlow streets,
where the 19th century Christ Memorial Reformed
Episcopal Church is being dismantled, according to
records filed with the city, and much to the chagrin
of preservationists.

The purchase follows Alterra’s $9.9 million acqui-
sition last year of a 16,300-square-foot former au-
to-maintenance-garage property about a block to the
east, at 4125 Chestnut St., where a 130-unit apart-
ment building is nearing completion atop an old Af-
rican-American graveyard, records show.

Alterra’s activity in the area comes amid a flurry of
construction in a section of West Philadelphia that
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UPDATE ON THE POLICE

SHOOTING OF KALEB BELAY

On the night of March 6th, police officer Kevin Pfeif-
er shot a young black man named Kaleb Belay six
times near 49th St and Hazel Ave. Kaleb was shot
in the chest and torso. The police said they were re-
sponding to a call about a stabbing and that Kaleb
approached them with a knife. No stabbing victim
was found. Kaleb was brought to the hospital in crit-
ical condition.

On March 7th, a small, angry march walked east on
Baltimore Ave vandalizing construction, condos, and
businesses before going to the hospital where Kaleb
was recovering. The march carried a banner that
just said “Fuck the Police” and chanted anti-police
slogans. The banner was well-received by passersby
and drivers along the way.

On March 8th, opportunists Refuse Fascism/Revo-
lutionary Communist Party held a candle-lit vigil for
Kaleb near the site of the shooting. This event was
poorly attended and seen by many as an attempt to
use the grief and anger around the shooting to re-
cruit for their organization.
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