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WHAT IS A COLLECTIVE? TACTICS INNOVATION UPDATE

originate with a collective). The sheer number of col-
lectives made it difficult to determine what ultimate-
ly defined the organizational form or what it was for.
On top of this confusion, collectives became associat-
ed with a specific form of consensus decision-making,
characterized by long meetings punctuated with twin-
kling fingers. Of course, these endless meetings hav-
en’t stopped but many anarchists find other things to
do with their time. Anarchists in Philadelphia tend to
avoid anything resembling a permanent organization.
This allergy to permanence likely comes from the influ-
ence of insurrectionary anarchism and the criticism of
formality as stagnant, membership-oriented, reform-
ist, and even authoritarian. But the lack of interest in
collectives is also the result of the lack of interesting
collectives. Rather than treat the dearth of collectives
as a problem or an achievement, we can take this mo-
ment as an opportunity to explore what a collective is,
what it could be, and how it could be useful to anar-
chists.

It is easy enough to call any project or group a collec-
tive, but it is helpful to be more precise. Since, right
now, we are less confused by innumerable collectives,
we can see the general outline: the collective is a (semi)
permanent organization based on shared resources.
These days, we tend to see organization as a technique
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Dairy-based attacks on authority figures are seeing a
rise in popularity this spring, as everyday heroes are
taking up eggs and milkshakes against prominent
right-wingers across Britain, Australia and the United
States.

In May, the act of “milkshaking” became a symbol of
resistance in Britain. On May 20, white-supremacist
politician Nigel Farage had only been campaigning
in the city of Newcastle for 20 minutes when a man
hurled a banana and salted caramel milkshake at him.
Farage’s security team proved incapable of protecting
him from the attack.

UKIP European election candidate Carl Benjamin has
been milkshaked four times in recent days, while for-
mer English Defense League leader Tommy Robinson
had two milkshakes poured over him in just two days
earlier in May.
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